The Strange Murder of King Thiri-thu-dhamma

ability. He had never been a match for her face to face. There is
reason to suspect that she had begun to undermine his will by
doses of datura, the narcotic drug by using which the Portuguese
women in Goa had learnt how to blind and enslave their hus-
bands. This might suggest she was sceptical of the elixir. But
women of her Mnd believe and disbelieve from one moment to
another. The Dowager-Empress Tzu Hsi declared, and then would
deny, that the Boxers had an elixir which rendered them invul-
nerable.

When Lat Rone perceived that the Queen's position was un-
shaken, his nerve failed "him and he decided to ensure his own
safety before the catastrophe he foresaw destroyed both him and
the King. In a last audience he asked permission to take the yellow
robe and retire into a monastery. The permission was granted,
and with sorrowful respect he bade his master farewell.

The palm-leaf manuscripts state that some months later the
King was killed by the action of the Yattara squares.

If we are to take it that in fact he died bewitched, as Philip IV
of Spain and Portugal was to die the following year when he dis-
covered that malignantly charmed images had got among the
relics which he wore round his neck, we must assume that at a
certain point definite evidence convinced him, that Yattara was
being used against him. As he believed in that art, having prac-
tised it himself, the shock will have been terrible, and may
well have sufficed to kill him. If it did not kill him, it will have
reduced him to a state bordering upon idiocy. A fatal dose of datura
or some other poison may then have been administered as a coup
de grace.

That he should have died drugged, frantic, hallucinated, en-
sorcelled, was fitting. A Buddhist king who, forgetting the com-
passion and sanity of the Eightfold Path? opened his mind to the
evil suggestions of a wizard and murdered his subjects to obtain
occult powers, had lain down with monsters, and because he had
looked into the abyss, the abyss looked into him.
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